1 Cf. Smith P.J., " 'J'honnore le plus ceux que j'honnore les moins' . Paradoxe et discours chez Montaigne", in Landheer R. -Smith P.J. (eds.), Le Paradoxe en linguistique et en littérature (Geneva: 1996) 
A Hot Topic
Michel de Montaigne was not the only one to reflect on anger in late sixteenth century France,3 however the typical focus was rather on the anger of princes than that of heads of households. Anger figured prominently in the pamphlet literature produced in the course of the French civil wars, where both sides not only accused each other of acting out of anger but also took to an aggressive style of accusing and denigrating the opposing party. The fact that the magistrate and diplomat Guy du Faur de Pibrac (1529-1584) pronounced a "Discours de l'ire et comment il faut la modérer" in Henri III's Palace Academy at Blois in 1576 has been directly linked to the hardened emotions and the acrimony that had both informed and, tragically, also resulted from the religious wars.4 From 1576 to 1579, Henri III assembled dignitaries, scholars and poets at his court as the patron of the Académie du Palais to discuss questions of moral philosophy, typically listening to short discourses on ethical questions such as whether intellectual or moral virtues were more laudable, whether joy or sadness was the more vehement passion, etc.5 These were oral events, and we are informed about the speeches delivered only through transcripts that are extant in manuscript, one of them having been ordered by Marguerite de Valois, who was among the participants of the early gatherings. 
